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SEE ME. 
FEEL ME. 
TOUCH ME. 
HEAL ME. 


V2 
- 
Columbia Pictufes And Robert Stigwood Present A Film By Ken Russell 


Tommy 


By The Who 


Based on the rock opera by Peter Townshend 


Ann-Maigret OliverReed Roger Daltrey Elton John 
As Tommy As The Pinball Wizard 


Guest Artists 


Eric Clapton_John Entwistle Keith Moon Paul Nicholas 
Jack Nicholson Robert Powell Pete Townshend 
Tina Turner },..The Who 


Associate Producer Harry Benn Musical Director Pete Townshend Screenplay By Ken Russell 
Fxecttive Producers Beryl Vertue And Christopher Stamp Produced 8y Robert Stigwood And Ken Russell 
Directed By Ken Russell. Original Soundtrack Album Available On Polydor Records 


DBII7F The Robert Stigwood Organisation, Ltd, 
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The Cast 


Nora Walker ANN-MARGRET 
Frank Hobbs OLIVER REED 
ROGER DALTREY 
ELTON JOHN 
ERIC CLAPTON 


JACK NICHOLSON 
ROBERT POWELL 
PAUL NICHOLAS 
The Acid Queen TINA TURNER 


Young Tommy BARRY WINCH 
The Priest 


Sally Simpson 
Reverend Simpson 
Mrs. Simpson 
First Nurse JENNIFER BAKER 
Second Nurse SUSAN BAKER 
Handmaidens to the Acid Queen . . JULIET KING, GILLIAN KING 
IMOGEN CLAIRE 


THE WHO 
Pete Townshend, Roger Daltrey, John Entwistle, Keith Moon 


MAGAZINE CREDITS: 


Publisher: STAN LEE 
~ Editor: ARCHIE GOODWIN Associate Editor: JOHN WARNER 
Art Production: BARBARA ALTMAN, LENNY GROW 
Vice-President, Production: SOL BRODSKY 
Vice-President, Operations: IVAN SNYDER 
Director of Circulation: TOM MONTEMARANO 


THE 
OPERA 


In 1969, Peter Townshend 
and the Who unleashed 
their double-record 
block-buster, TOMMY 
Instantly they had an over- 
night hit (PINBALL 
WIZARD) and an overnight 
sensation that kept the 
music world buzzing for 
years to come. 

In 1972, Lou Reizner 
produced a new, equally 
well-received version, 
backed by the London 
symphony and such 
notables as Ringo Starr, Rod 
Stewart and Maggie Bell. 

Now, TOMMY is reborn 
again, given a new kind of 
life by the addition of the 
visual element o ilm 
can make possible. This 
marriage of rock and film, 
the most successful such 
attempt, was brought about 
by director Ken Russell, 
who said: “TOMMY is the 
greatest work of art 
the twentieth century 
has produced.” 
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Toward the end of World War II, a young couple, Group-Captain Walker 
and his wife Nora, part after one of Walker's brief leaves. All too soon, he is 
reported missing, believed dead 

Several months later on Victory in Europe Day, Nora gives birth to their 
child: Tommy. 

Six years pass. Nora takes young Tommy for a vacation at the popular 
Bernie’s Holiday Camp, where she meets and falls in love with one of the 
hosts, Frank Hobbs 

One night, the couple are suddenly, tragically surprised by the return of 
Captain Walker. In the turmoil that follows, Frank smashes Walker in the 
head with a heavy bedside lamp. 


..and young Tommy, 
standing at the door, 
witnesses his father’s murder, 
reflected in the bedroom 
mirror 


YOU DIDN'T HEAR IT! 


YOU DIDN'T SEE IT! 
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From that moment on 


Tommy 
didn’t hear 
or see 
or speak 


ore time passes. The 
M seventies come. 

Tommy is grown, but 
uncured. Nora, frustrated, 
helpless, hoping for a 
miracle, brings her son to 
the faith-healing priests of 
the Temple of St. 
Marilyn 


but finds no salvation. 


Cynical, 
aggravated, 
Frank too 
seeks a cure 
tor Tommy 
and brings 
him to 


All the Acid Queen asks is 
to be given ‘just one night.’ 


‘this girl can 
put hirp right!’ 


‘If your boy ain’t 
all he should be 
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But the Acid except fora 
Queen’s red image of 
needles leave himself he now 
Tommy perceives when 
untouched — looking in the 


mirror 
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Unable to help Tommy, 
Nora and Frank begin to 
look to their own pleasures, 
leaving him with ‘relatives.’ 
Such as the sadistic 

Cousin Kevin 
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These two experiences 
leave Tommy able to view 
two more images in the 
mirror, one yellow, one blue. 
They fuse with the 

red to form one glowing 
white reflection. The 

sum total of what he has 
suffered. 


Nora senses that 
Tommy 

responds to something 
in the mirror 


but knows only 
resentment 

and anguish that 
she is not able 

to reach her son. 


Continued on page 43 
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Tommy 
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Uncle Ernie 


_ Nora’s fantasy 


Pinball Wizard 
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The Acid 


Nora 
comforts 
Tommy 


ah 


Pinball 
Wizard's glory 
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TINA TURNER as THE ACID QUEEN 


ELTON JOHN as THE PINBALL WIZARD 
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PAUL NICHOLAS 
: as 
COUSIN KEVIN 


KEITH MOON 
as 
_ UNCLE ERNIE 
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PART 2 

Continuing his mirror-gazing, 
Tommy sees the gleaming 
white image seemingly come 
to life, beckoning leading 
Tommy out into a vast 
junkyard. 


There, the figure 
vanishes. Tommy is left 
stumbling blindly, help- 
lessly — until suddenly 
he finds himself 

beside... a pinball 
machine! Gripping it for 
support, he accidently 
begins to play, and is still 
playing when Frank finds 
him. 


Tommy plays pinball 
with unnatural skill 
and instinct. Discov- 
ering this, Frank is 
quick to exploit 
Tommy’s ability 


THE PINBALL WIZARD! 


Tommy makes his way to the 
top, at last playing in the big 
tournament against The 
Champ... 
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The duel is on. 


The Champ 
plays hard 
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Tommy’s pinball 
winnings 

bring 

great wealth 


but no joy 
to Nora, 
who still 
anguishes 
for her son. 


Attempting to ease 
Nora’s guilt, Frank 
takes her and 
Tommy to 


a medical specialist. 


but he is un- 
able to effect 
acure 


and his 

interests seem 
to lie much 
more in Nora 
—and 

Frank’s money — 
than in Tommy. 


Nora’s despair 
becomes 
exasperation 
directed at 
Tommy’s fixation 
with the mirror. 
She explodes 


w J and sends 
i q Tommy 
bursting 

through 

the glass! 
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But, falling through the mirror, Tommy finds his senses returning and he discovers he is. 


It’s anew 
awakening. 
Tommy is 
able to see, 
speak, and 
prove 


As Tommy spreads his 
word across the land, 
he garners a legion of 
followers such as 


SALLY SIMPSON. 


Sally sneaks away, against 
her father’s wishes, to see 


her idol at his Mission 


When Sally tries to get 
close to Tommy, Frank 
kicks her away. She is 
carried out with a bloody 
gash on her face. And 
though she survives to 
wed an American rock 
musician, Sally still carries 
a scar to remind her of 


that day 


Tommy’s congregation 
swells and, when there 
is no longer room at his 
mansion, Frank and 
Nora institute . 
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To the sinister strains of 
Uncle Ernie’s organ, Tommy Holiday 
Camp opens its gates — and its 
cash registers. 
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Campers receive instruction 
as they wear special eye-shades, ear-plugs 
and mouth-corks, awaiting their 
own pinball machines. 
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But, like Tommy, his 
followers must burst free of 
their self-imposed darkness 

They rebel, tearing down 
the camp and attacking 

Tommy and his staff 


When it’s over, Tommy 
wakes to find Frank and 
Nora dead 


Phoenix-like, Tommy rises 
out of the destruction, 
freer, more aware than he 
ever was before. He is alone 
again, but filled now with 
“ life and hope as he faces 
the new dawn. 
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